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The 2001 Year in Review

by Jeanne Klein, Centennial NA

LAN supported and/or lobbied for the following initiatives, primarily in regard to its Smart Growth policy positions, Horizon 2020, and Neighborhood Preservation mission:

LAWRENCE IS GROWING

* Discussed various growth issues with The World Company (i.e., Lawrence Journal-World, Channel 6, and webmaster) at its May meeting--and got a puny article in return.  See <www.growth.lawrence.com>.  LAN President, David Geyer, enrolled in a fall KU Continuing Education class on “Growth management: Exploring issues of urban development,” and continued advocating for improved city-wide planning.

* Two new LAN sub-committees monitored growth issues:

1. South Lawrence Neighborhoods (Indian Hills, Centennial, University Place, and new Park Hill NA) called for further planning on 31st St. traffic effects on Louisiana, stormwater and flooding.


* Home Despot at 31st Street and Iowa

Despite LAN’s ongoing opposition to the destruction of the Gaslight Village neighborhood (through eviction harassment) and violations of Horizon 2020, commissioners approved the rezoning and platting of the Home Depot development with 4 acres of stormwater detention.


* Louisiana Street Traffic Calming

After NA input on 1999 traffic study, medians were constructed in front of Lawrence High, Centennial Elementary School, and 25th St. with new sidewalks lining the eastern side of Louisiana.

* South Lawrence Trafficway saga continued as John Pasley (KDOT) spoke at June meeting of four alignment options, with little consideration of a NO BUILD OPTION.  See <www.larryville.com/sltchron.htm>

2. KU Neighbors Coalition (Oread, University Place, Centennial NA)


~ Urged Chancellor Hemenway and KU Endowment to stop encroaching on residential neighborhoods in violation of 1997 Campus Plan without consulting neighbors first.


~ Opposed demolition of four Oread houses on 1300 Ohio for scholarship halls.  This deadlocked issue faces another public hearing before the State Housing Preservation Officer.


~ University Place and Centennial NA urged planners to consider impact of stormwater, traffic, and noise of new KU Recreation Center on 18th Street.


~ Schwegler neighbors (inactive NA) voiced concerns about Doug Compton’s apartment development on Stewart Ave.


~ Non-NA residents voiced opposition to St. Lawrence Catholic Center expansion plans.


~ Coalition reps met with Mayor Rundle, City Manager Wildgen, and Chancellor’s Council Robinson to develop protocols for future meetings and to address future problems that arise when KU’s land use plans conflict with neighborhood needs.

* The Developers’ (aka Planning) Commission:


~ LAN reps were divided on Andy Ramirez’ proposal concerning ex-parte contacts, so took no formal action.


~ League of Women Voters’ study found that PC approves proposed projects 88% of the time, regardless of planning staff recommendations and Horizon 2020, and always votes against LWV positions.


~ PC ignores the facts: Since 1991, Lawrence population has grown 20% but commercial space has expanded 30%.  Check out the vacant storefronts in a neighborhood near you.


~ Lawrence Home Builders paid consultants to “prove” that single-family housing subdivisions pay for growth--but the study neglected to include the costs of building new schools, new capital improvements for infrastructures, etc.  DUH!  Lawrence’s impact fees are well below those of Johnson County--all of which goes to show that GROWTH DOES NOT PAY ITSELF!


~ LAN opposed “big box” development at 6th and Wakarusa without further planning, but commissioners approved it anyway in violation of Horizon 2020.


~ A Comprehensive Plans sub-Committee has begun reviewing “commercial land use” in Horizon 2020.

* New Floodplain Regulations


~ “New” (1995) FEMA maps became effective in November, replacing 1981 maps.


~ Joyce Wolf, Jayhawk Audubon Society and IHNA chair, presented information on Kansas River levee, Clinton Dam siltation, higher flooding insurance rates, and problems if low-income housing is built in floodplains.


~ LAN continued its support of urging strict restrictions and no construction in floodplains, floodways, floodfringes, or any other flood-ism, so that taxpayers (homeowners and businesses) are not forced to pay for flood damage, sewer backups, and stormwater capital improvements decades later.


~ LAN’s History of Flooding and Stormwater Management in Lawrence is now posted on <www.larryville.com>.


~ By raising monthly stormwater fees to $3 in February, design process began on next three, $7 million Group I stormwater projects at 13th and Oregon, 21st and Mass, and W. 21st system, as well as 15th and Lawrence Ave.

NEIGHBORHOOD PRESERVATION

* Updating Zoning Advisory Codes


LAN reps worked closely with David Burress (a new Planning Commissioner) on revising City’s zoning codes which respect established neighborhood and “original town site” zoning.  See this document at <www.lawrenceplanning.org/maps_docs/plans_studies_codes.html>.

* New Ordinances on Rental Housing in Single-Family Residence Zones


After initiatives begun by CNA in 1998 and with LAN’s support in 2001, the City passed new ordinances restricting rental homes in RS zones to three unrelated persons and annual licensing of such homes for three-year inspections beginning February 1, 2002.  As of July deadline, only 85 SF rentals with 4+ unrelated renters had registered their properties (for grandfathering purposes through August 2004).  Two new housing inspectors were hired, but enforcement will still rely upon neighbors’ watchdogging.  Neighborhood Resources began new online system to enforce housing codes by tracking housing complaints (but does not include tracking party/noise complaints).

* Monitoring Police Reports of Ordinance Violations


After meeting with neighbors in July and September, Chief of Police Ron Olin reported that his department does not have compatible databasing systems and sufficient staff to monitor neighbors’ complaints about noise, traffic/parking violations, etc. for particular houses.  To be continued...

* Supported Old West Lawrence NA proposal to restrict building of new multi-family duplexes between 7th-9th and Arkansas-Alabama by downzoning RMD to RS2.

* Supported new Kansas Neighborhood Revitalization Act which provides state tax deals when renovating single-family homes over 50 years old.

* Brook Creek NA opposed proposed Salvation Army homeless shelter at 15th and Haskell, so plans were shelved for the time being.  LAN discussed Lawrence Open Shelter’s efforts to provide shelter to inebriated homeless, but debate continues to revolve around a specific location, other than downtown, which is conducive to any neighboring area.

ECONOMIC ISSUES

* School Financing


~ Based on Kurt Thurmaier’s suggestions, LAN urged Senators Brownback and Roberts to have federal government pay full costs of mandated special education and urged State Representatives to pass a local option sales tax to pay for local education.


~ Based on Arly Allen’s suggestions, LAN supported CNA efforts to explore ways for defraying the costs of new development [e.g., new impact fees, school excise tax, or license surcharge which pay for external infrastructure costs of building new schools, extending sewer/water lines, roads, safety protections], so that suburban sprawl would truly pay for itself while helping to revitalize older neighborhoods’ schools.

* Endorsed KVLWA’s proposal for a Living Wage Ordinance (i.e., 130% of poverty level, or about $9.15 per hour, plus benefits).

* LAN reps (Zimmerman and Gerstner) served on City’s Tax Abatement Task Force seeking to ensure that new businesses pay their own way (vs. corporate welfare).

* Asked City to donate 75% of its $16,300 franchise tax revenue from KPS/Utility Corp from December 2000 to March 2001 to Warm Hearts of DG County to help low-income people pay gas heating.

OTHER ISSUES

* Endorsed Pinckney NA’s proposal that the City should provide free tree/brush chipping services to NAs (vs. charging $600 to rent chipper and staff).

* Continued to endorse the creation of bike lanes on E. 19th and other arterial streets.

* Co-sponsored League of Women Voters’ City Commission Candidates Forum in March and second Smart Growth conference in September.

* Completed diversity survey by Lawrence Alliance (Jason Smartt) in March.

* LAN rep met with West Harvard St. neighbors to discuss possibility of becoming new (Quail Run?) NA to deal with traffic problems and oppose “big box” at 6th and Wakarusa.

* Began plans for a 2002 retreat to reevaluate and update its mission and policies.

